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OVERSEAS TRAVEL WITH FIREARMS
FOR AUSTRALIAN RESIDENTS

(Writtenby PaulJohnston)

Contrary to what some people believe, travelling with your firearm overseas isn’t as daunting as you
might think.

As a Skeet shooter, the main two Countries I'd like to cover is New Zealand (Skeet Nationals) and the
USA (World Skeet Championships)

Let’s start right here with Australian Border Force ABF (formerly Australian Customs)

In order to deal directly with you, ABF require you to have what is called a CCID number (Customs
Client Identifier) which, once issued, is your number for life. Applying for this is done through the In
tegrated Cargo System via this form

Goods Permit (RGP) LINK and an Export Declaration to ABF. Once approved you will
receive an ECN (Export Clearance Number and a stamped RGP ). The ECN is valid for 28 days prior to
departure and the RGP is for re entry back into the Country.

To get your firearm in and out of Australia, you are re@adge two forms being a Restricted
lick Here

A valid CCID is required in order to fill out these documents.

Regardless of where you are travelling, this is a mandatory requirement.

Entry with your firearm into New Zealand requires a New Zealand Police Permit , Which is
usually done in advance.

Entry with your firearm into the USA requires an approved Form 6 NIA (Non immigrant Alien)

Which is e form to fill in and print. This is available through Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF) (Click Herg.

As Australia is part of the Visa Waiver Program with the United States, you should answer NO to que
stion 12 on the ATF Form 6 NIA form (June 25 Revision)

By answering NO to question 12, you will not have to provide either an Invitation letter or a copy of
the Shoot program. Hence skipping questions 13 & 14.

However, having an invitation letter and confirmation of shoot entry would

be good insurance since your dealing with Border Protection and not ATF at entry.

It is recommended to apply for this well in advance as it can take up to 8 weeks to process and is
valid for 12 months.

And you must be a member of the NSSA of course.

If anyone runs into any difficulty we are more happy to assist in any way we can just contact us on
secretary@myassa.com.au


https://www.myassa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/b319.pdf
https://www.myassa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/B957.pdf
https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/manage-and-apply/visiting-or-moving-new-zealand/apply-visitors-firearms-licence
https://www.myassa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/ATF-June.pdf



